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AT RISK YOUTH ACCOMMODATION SERVICE 
Statement by Member for Belmont 

MRS G.J. GODFREY (Belmont) [12.27 pm]: On 21 March this year, I was pleased to have the opportunity to 
visit the At Risk Youth Accommodation Service—ARYA—in Belmont with the Minister for Child Protection, 
Hon Helen Morton, MLC. ARYA provides basic overnight accommodation for up to six young people, generally 
14 to 17 years old, who are in the care of the Department for Child Protection and Family Support, or who have 
an open case with the department, and are at risk on the streets after hours. This important service is funded by 
the department and has been operated by a not-for-profit organisation called Life Without Barriers since July 
2011, with planning permission from the City of Belmont. 
ARYA is not a placement service and provides only overnight accommodation, an evening meal, breakfast and 
laundry facilities. The program is a short-term transitional option for young people with challenging behaviours 
who have no other viable accommodation option between 5.00 pm and 10.00 am the next day. Historically, 
concerns were expressed by the local community about the behaviour of some of the young people at ARYA, but 
it was great to see during my visit that these concerns have been addressed by a concerted effort that involves the 
not-for-profit organisation, the state government and the City of Belmont as the relevant local government. 
Life Without Barriers, the Department for Child Protection and Family Support, and the City of Belmont meet 
regularly to address any concerns. A number of strategies have been put in place, including increased lighting, 
better fencing and a variation in opening hours in an effort to avoid young people having to wait in the street 
until the service opens.  
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